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know, that he will be one of the first men in this country1.' And once, when Johnson was ill, and unable to exert himself as much as usual without fatigue, Mr. Burke having been mentioned, he said, ' That fellow calls forth all my powers. Were I to see Burke now it would kill me3/ So much was he accustomed to consider conversation as a contest3, and such was his notion of Burke as an opponent. Next morning, Thursday, March 21, we set out in a post-chaise to pursue our ramble. It was a delightful day, and we rode through Blenheim park. When I looked at the magnificent bridge built by John Duke of Marlborough, over a small rivulet, and recollected the Epigram made upon it—
'The lofty arch his high ambition shows, The stream, an emblem of his bounty flows4:'
and saw that now, by the genius of Brown5, a magnificent body of water was collected, I said,' They have drowned the Epigram.' I observed to him, while in the midst of the noble scene around us, ' You and I, Sir, have, I think, seen together the extremes of what can be seen in Britain :—the wild rough island of Mull, and Blenheim, park.'
We dined at an excellent inn at Chapel-house, where he expatiated on the felicity of England in its taverns and inns, and triumphed over the French for not having, in any perfection, the tavern life. ' There is no private house, (said he,) in which people can enjoy themselves so well, as at a capital tavern. Let there be ever so great plenty of good things, ever so much grandeur, ever so much elegance, ever
1 See ante, ii. 18.
* According to Boswell's record in Boswelliana, p. 273, two sayings are here united. He there writes, on the authority of Mr. Langton: —' Dr. Johnson had a very high opinion of Edmund Burke. He said, "That fellow calls forth all my powers;" and once when he was out of spirits and rather dejected he said, "Were I to see Burke now 'twould kill me."'
3  See ante, ii. 115, iii. 27, and under May 8,1781.
4  In a note on The Dunciad, ii. 50, the author of this epigram is said to be Dr. Evans.
6 Capability Brown, as he was called.   See^w/, Oct. 10, 1779.
soay 15,1784, where Johnson says that Mrs. Montagu has ' a constant stream of conversation,' and a second time allows that ' Burke is an extraordinary man.' Johnson writes of ' a stream of melody.' Works, v\\.i. 92. For Burke's conversation st&J>ost, April 7, 1778, 1780, in Mr. Langton's Collection, March 21, 1783, and Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 15.
